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Hannah Till: 

 

Good day to you. 
 
M y nam e is H annah and I am  a cook here in the General’s household. A nd m ight I 
inquire w hy you are standing idly by in the doorw ay of m y kitchen? 
 
A h, you m ust be here to inquire after the position of day servant. A s you can see, w e 
need every hand w e can hire. M rs. T hom pson, our m ost w orthy housekeeper, hires and 
fires the help here. A t the m om ent she is at the cam p m arket w ith m y husband Isaac, also 
a cook, purchasing the fresh vegetables and fow ls w e require for this day’s m eal. T hey 
should return soon. H is E xcellency is m ost particular in his dem ands that dinner be 
served to his com pany at 3 o’clock. W e in the kitchen are all busy now  – chopping, 
stirring, boiling, and roasting to get up a m eal for as m any as thirty. 
 
T hat is the w ay it has been every day since I joined H is E xcellency’s fam ily. F or alm ost 
tw o years now  I have been a part of the General’s household, from  the day I w as hired 
out from  m y m aster in N ew  Y ork to serve as cook. I have been at all the celebrated 
battles and w itnessed the near victories this arm y has experienced. I have cooked in 
households of privilege before – since I w as a young slave of 15 – but I m ust adm it that 
the experiences of w ar m ake cooking for the General different. 
 
T here are privileges of course. T he general m akes certain that his staff is w ell–clothed 
and his m ilitary fam ily w ell-fed,  paying expenses from  his ow n pocket. A s C om m ander 
in C hief and a gentlem an he has a standard to uphold. I and the dom estic staff help him  
m aintain a sem blance of civility and order in these tim es. 
 
H ow ever there are also the hardships. W hen there is no food to be had in cam p, there is 
none for private or general. T here are tim es our household has been reduced to m ere 
ration and w e have had to barter for food for H is E xcellency’s table. T hose tim es, m ost 
fortunately, have rarely lasted long, and though another crisis usually arrives short on 
the heels of the first, w e have com e to see it as “suffering as usual.” 
 
A nd then there is the constant m ovem ent. D ue to the uncertainties of w ar, w e have 
m oved 49 tim es from  the tim e w e first engaged the enem y at T renton and P rinceton last 
January to the tim e w e settled here at the P otts H ouse in D ecem ber. F ort-nine tim es! 
C onditions varied at each quarters. I never knew  w hether I w ould have a spacious, w ell-
appointed kitchen or a cam ped, crow ded one as here. A nd alw ays w e had to be 
prepared to go at a m om ents w arning. 
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Y et w e persevere. H is E xcellency inspires his m en, staying here am ong them , not going 
hom e through the w inter cam paign. T here is a longing – very strong – to do w hatever is 
necessary to secure our injured country’s freedom . I, a slave, know  how  it is to dream , 
and strive, and hope for freedom . H ope deferred m akes the heart sick, but w hen the 
desire com es, it is the tree of life. W e all, m aster and servant, enslaved and free, m ust 
strive to serve and do our part. 
 
W ell, that m eal is not going to cook itself w ith m e here talking to you., I m ust return to 
m y duties. Good D ay to you! 


